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Working with Microsoft's network directory service for the first time can be a headache for system

and network administrators, IT professionals, technical project managers, and programmers alike.

This authoritative guide is meant to relieve that pain. Instead of going through the graphical user

interface screen by screen, O'Reilly's bestselling Active Directory tells you how to design, manage,

and maintain a small, medium, or enterprise Active Directory infrastructure.Fully updated to cover

Active Directory for Windows Server 2003 SP1 and R2, this third edition is full of important updates

and corrections. It's perfect for all Active Directory administrators, whether you manage a single

server or a global multinational with thousands of servers. Active Directory, 3rd Edition is divided

into three parts. Part I introduces much of how Active Directory works, giving you a thorough

grounding in its concepts. Some of the topics include Active Directory replication, the schema,

application partitions, group policies, and interaction with DNS. Part II details the issues around

properly designing the directory infrastructure. Topics include designing the namespace, creating a

site topology, designing group policies for locking down client settings, auditing, permissions,

backup and recovery, and a look at Microsoft's future direction with Directory Services. Part III

covers how to create and manipulate users, groups, printers, and other objects that you may need

in your everyday management of Active Directory. If you want a book that lays bare the design and

management of an enterprise or departmental Active Directory, then look no further. Active

Directory, 3rd Edition will quickly earn its place among the books you don't want to be without.
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Update: I finished reading the book and though I still basically feel the same about the AD part, I

have found that the scripting part is not too bad *IF* you have some prior scripting/programming

experience (which I do), particularly with VB or VBS (which I do). Some of the scripts I have been

able to modify and use in my job as a sys admin. Now, overall, I will bump my rating up from 2 stars

to 3 stars. $31.47 with free shipping is not a bad deal for a half-decent book on AD with the bonus of

several hundred pages on scripting. I guess you canï¿½t have your cake and eat it too ï¿½ either

you get a full-fledged AD book and a separate scripting book or you get this one and it does a

half-decent job covering both topics. Additionally, the author, Robbie Allen, does respond to

questions via e-mail in a prompt manner.-------------------First off, this book is not for beginners. Do

not buy this book if you have no experience with or knowledge of Windows NT, Windows 2000, and

Active Directory. That said, here is my review:I'm more than 2/3 done reading this book and so far I

cannot recommend it. The book is not practical enough for a real sys admin to use. For example,

the section on sites mentions site transitivity a few times, but no where in that section could I find

any instructions on how to actually activate or deactivate that feature. After researching the issue

myself, I found that all there is to that is a simple check box. Also, the sections on replication, GCs,

and DNS needs more "meat."A few of the examples used in the book are just totally absurd and

there are numerous little typographical errors throughout.
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